Baquba _city profile
19" October 2007

Facts and Figures

There have been so many kidnappings in Baquba that it is
almost a relief to find bodies in the morgue, so they may
receive a proper burial. Inter Press Service , 4™ Sept ®7

> Location: 30 miles north of Baghdad, capital of Iraq 's Diyala
iﬁ‘m Governorate .
1 Population: 280,000 -300,000

TURKEY ¥ | Ethnicity: ~ Mostly Arabs, plus Kurds
Religion:  Mainly Sunni Islam, plus Shi @ Islam

IRAN
SYRIA
Baquba History
IRAQ  Saghdad Settlements about six thousand years old have been uncovered in the
ET area, along with pott  ery, tablets and statues going back this far.
= _{ Baguba was a stop on the medieval Silk Road from Baghdad, and a
Anan “| centre for commerce and agriculture. The area is still fa mous for its
| palm , orange and citrus trees.

Violence

Each day | wake up | don't know who is in control of my
city . One day it is the Americans, the next day a militia, the
next day a resistance group. A religious sheik h in Baquba .

On June 19 ™, the US miilitary
launched a major 12 day
offensive to rid Baquba  and
neighbouring villages  of Al -
Qaeda fighters . 23 fighters were killed but most of the
reported 300 -500 fighters fle d ahead of the offensive, leading
to a brief hiatus in the violence in the area.

On 23" August, Al -Qaeda fighters killed an Imam and three
others. The Imam had been helping to form an anti -al Qaeda
tribal alliance.  The fighters then kidnapped 15 women and
children.

On 26 " September 2007, 8 policemen including the Baquba
police chief were killed by Sunni fighters  during a 48 hour
period involving at least 10 attacks targeting police,

government and tribal leaders.

Reconciliation

Monday 24 ™ September 2007 - The mixe d village
of Shifta, outside Baquba, was selected to be the
place where Sunni and Shi @ leaders and militants
would eatt ogether ina Shi @& mosque to breakth e
daily fast of Ramadan.  Such a meeting to reconcile
opposing groups was a major event in such a

divided nation.

A young man ran to the Mosque. He was stopped

by guards atthe door .He blew himselfup. 16
people died including  senior police officers  and
militia leaders. Reconciliat  ion is powerful and Al  -Qaeda knows this. So they are doing all
they can to stop it.
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